
⚠ ANTENNA SAFETY - ALL DEVICES: As good practice, always connect an antenna before
powering on or transmitting with any LoRa device. Transmitting into a severe antenna
mismatch is hard on the radio, though the SX1262 used here has improved mismatch
tolerance and generally clamps to protect itself from a brief unintended transmission. Reserve
"permanent damage from a brief TX" expectations for boards with an external PA/front-end
module (FEM) rather than a bare SX1262.

The T-Deck Plus adds GPS and a larger 2000 mAh battery to the T-Deck platform, making it the
best all-around standalone LoRa device for users who want full communication capability without a
phone. MeshOS — a standalone on-device user interface available for the MeshCore firmware
(selectable in the MeshCore flasher) — provides an excellent new-user experience for operating the
device without a companion phone.

Attribute Value

MCU ESP32-S3

Radio SX1262

Display 2.8" touchscreen

Input QWERTY keyboard + trackball

GPS Built-in

Battery 2000 mAh

Price ~$65 - 85 (approximate; verify against a current retailer listing, as of 2026-
06-08)

Strengths Best all-around standalone device - GPS, keyboard, touchscreen, 2000 mAh,
no phone needed

LilyGo T-Deck Plus Setup
Guide

LilyGo T-Deck Plus - Setup Guide

Specifications



Windows: The T-Deck Plus uses the ESP32-S3's native USB (USB-CDC), so no serial-
bridge driver is normally required on current Windows. If the device is not detected,
confirm the cable carries data and see the Meshtastic serial-driver documentation; only
older or bridge-equipped units need a Silicon Labs CP210x driver.
macOS & Linux: Built-in - no driver needed.

Primary Method (Trackball):

1. Flip the power switch to OFF.
2. Press and hold the trackball (depress until it clicks).
3. While holding the trackball, flip the power switch to ON.
4. Maintain hold for 2 - 3 seconds, then release.
5. Confirmation: Black screen with backlight disabled = DFU mode successful.

Alternative Method:

1. Hold the trackball.
2. Press the side RST button while holding.
3. Release both simultaneously.

1. Enter DFU mode (see above).
2. Open Chrome or Edge and navigate to:

MeshCore: flasher.meshcore.io (the canonical MeshCore web flasher run by the
MeshCore core team)
Meshtastic: flasher.meshtastic.org

3. Select T-Deck Plus from the device list.
4. Click Flash and follow prompts.
5. Device reboots automatically on completion.

1. GPS begins satellite acquisition automatically after boot.
2. Set region to US via Bluetooth app or the device's keyboard interface.

Driver Installation

Entering Bootloader / DFU Mode

Firmware Flashing

Post-Flash Configuration

https://flasher.meshcore.io
https://flasher.meshtastic.org


3. MeshOS (the standalone MeshCore on-device interface introduced above) provides a
streamlined experience - recommended for new users.

4. Configure node name, channel presets, and contact list.

Bootloader entry is identical to the base T-Deck - trackball must be held before power-on.
GPS first fix may take several minutes outdoors. Subsequent locks are faster.
The 2000 mAh battery provides solid runtime but recharge time is proportionally longer
than smaller cells.

Known Quirks
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