
Having a single node transmitting into the void is technically functional, but the real magic of a
mesh network only appears when you are connected to other people. This page explains how to
find out whether there is already an active mesh in your area, what to do if there is not, and how to
behave as a good citizen when you join an existing community network.

meshmap.net is a community-maintained map of active Meshtastic nodes worldwide. Nodes that
are configured to share their GPS position (or have a manually set location) appear as pins on the
map. Zoom into your city or region and see if there are any active nodes nearby. A cluster of pins
usually indicates an active local community.

Note: meshmap.net only shows nodes whose packets reach the public MQTT server - either
because the node itself uplinks via MQTT or because a nearby MQTT-connected node heard it over
LoRa - and that share a position. There may be active mesh users in your area who simply are not
showing up on the map. The absence of pins does not necessarily mean no one is on the mesh.

Many early adopters of LoRa mesh technology are also licensed hams. Some ham radio clubs run
Meshtastic or MeshCore infrastructure as an emergency communications resource. Search for your
nearest amateur radio club and check their website or newsletter for mentions of "LoRa mesh",
"Meshtastic", or "digital emergency comms." Many clubs hold regular nets or meetings where you
can meet local mesh operators in person.

Two subreddits are particularly useful for finding local activity:
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r/meshtastic - the primary community for Meshtastic users. Post a message asking if
there are users in your metro area. Many local community threads exist.
r/MeshCore - the community for MeshCore users. (For broader mesh-networking
discussion, look for an active general mesh subreddit and confirm it is current before
posting.)

Search for your city name within these subreddits before posting - there may already be a thread
or weekly check-in from your area.

Both Meshtastic and MeshCore have official Discord servers:

The Meshtastic Discord has community channels including regional discussion. It is
searchable and very active.
The MeshCore Discord is smaller but growing, with channels for regional coordination.

Many local groups also run their own Discord servers. Searching Discord for "[your city] + mesh" or
"[your state] + Meshtastic" often turns up active local servers.

In some regions, mesh community organizing happens on Facebook rather than Reddit or Discord,
particularly in less tech-oriented areas. Searching Facebook for "Meshtastic [your state]" or "LoRa
mesh [your city]" may surface local groups.

If you look around and find no existing local community - do not be discouraged. Someone has to
go first. Here is how to start a mesh from nothing:

1. Get two nodes running. Even a two-node mesh is a functioning network. Ask a friend or
family member to flash a second device and test with you.

2. Put a node somewhere high. A well-placed node with clear line of sight on a rooftop,
hilltop, or tower can dramatically extend the mesh's reach - a well-placed node can cover
several kilometers, but actual range depends heavily on height, terrain, and obstructions.
Before placing a node on any rooftop or tower, get the property owner's written
permission, confirm any insurance the site owner requires, and never climb a
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tower without proper training and equipment - hire a qualified climber for tower
work.

3. Post on local channels. Post in your local Reddit, Nextdoor, or Facebook group. "Anyone
else in [city] on Meshtastic?" is a simple, effective opener.

4. Contact your local ARRL club. Ham radio operators often have the infrastructure
access (towers, power, internet backhaul) to anchor a community mesh and an existing
interest in emergency communications.

5. Be patient. Most thriving mesh communities started with one or two people who set up a
few nodes and told their friends. Growth is gradual.

Mesh networks are a shared commons. The channel bandwidth is limited, every transmission
affects everyone nearby, and the community is built on mutual goodwill. Follow these guidelines
when joining or operating on an existing network:

Resist the urge to send test messages every few minutes. Every transmission you send uses up
channel airtime for everyone on the mesh. Send messages when you have something to say, not
just to confirm the radio is working. If you need to test, use the Traceroute feature sparingly
instead of broadcasting text messages - but remember that all test traffic still uses airtime too.

Community meshes converge on a shared channel preset (most commonly Meshtastic's LongFast
or a locally agreed preset). If you use a different frequency, spreading factor, or channel name,
your node will not be able to communicate with others - it will be on a different "frequency" even if
physically nearby. Check with local mesh operators or look at meshmap.net to confirm what preset
your community uses before you configure your node.

Your node's short name and long name are visible to everyone on the mesh. Give your node a
recognizable name - your callsign if you are a ham, or a memorable handle. "Node-1234" is
anonymous and unhelpful. "KD9ABC-Home" or "TJ-Backpack" tells people who to contact if they
have questions or want to connect.
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If there is an active local community, send a brief introduction over the mesh when you first
connect: your name (or handle), your rough location, and what you are interested in. Most mesh
communities are welcoming and will appreciate knowing a new node has joined.

In Meshtastic, you can configure your node with the Router role (the older "Router and Client" role
was removed in firmware 2.3.15). This causes the node to forward more traffic and with higher
priority than a regular node. Only enable this if you have an elevated, well-connected node
specifically intended to serve as network infrastructure. Running router mode on a mobile or indoor
node often creates more interference than benefit.

If you learn of a private channel key being used by a specific group, do not join that channel unless
you are invited. Private channels are used for coordinated groups (emergency response teams,
event staff, hiking clubs) who need a clean channel away from public traffic.

The long-term vision of community mesh networks is a resilient communications layer that
functions independently of commercial infrastructure. Every node you add, every hilltop you reach,
and every neighbor you recruit brings that vision closer to reality. The best meshes are built by
communities - not by any single organization - and they grow through the same word-of-mouth
enthusiasm that brought you here.

Welcome to the mesh.
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